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Name: _____________________________________ _________~: 

.. NONFIqION: "Escape From Alcatraz" • SKILL: Votabulary Acquisition, page 1 of 2 

~~~> ~(t ~~ .. Vocabulary:
~ 0 .. ~(~ ~ (fL~ tt ~ uEscape From Alcatraz" 
1. barren (IA-ruhn) adjective; 1. unable to produce offspring (wben referring to a female), I>r unable 

to produce fruit (when referring to a plant); 2. bleak and lifeless; producing little to no vel etation 

a:mnple 1:You won't find any apples on that old apple tree in the backyard; it's barren. 


example2: It was a barren landscape-mile after mile ofnothing but rocks and dry grass. 


2. fashion (FASH-uhn) 1. noun; a style ofdress that is popular at a certain time oramong a certain 
group; 2. noun; a way ofdoing things; 3. verb; to give shape to; adapt 

example 1: Pam bas no interest in fashion. As long as her clothes are comfortable, she's happy. 

ta4mpls 2: "Please exit the auditorium in an orderly fashion," said Ms. Flynn. 


ta4mple8: Sobia and Cassey fashioned a fort out ofcouches, pillows, and blankets. 


3. foghom (FOG-bom) noun; a hom (as on a ship) sounded rn foggy weather to give warning 


ta4mple: Jake couldn't see any boats, buthe could hear the lonely sound of their foghorns. 


4. hypothermia (hy-poh-THUR-mee-uh) noun; reduction ofthe body temperatme to an 
abnormally low level 


ta4mple: Om guide warned that hypothermia would set in quicldy ifwe fell into the frigid water. 


S. incarcerate (in-KAHR-suh-reyl) verb; to put in prison; confine 


example: The witch incarcerated Rapunzel in a tower with no stairs and no door. 


fi.lngenious (in-JEEN-yuhs) adjective; inventive and original 

example: Nathan and Jacob came up with an ingenious plan to win Saturday's paintball rematch! 
~; 

7. penitentiary (pen-ih-TEN-shuh-ree) noun; a state or federal prison where criminals are kept 

example: Joe wrote his paper about the history ofa penitentiary and some ofits famous prisoners. 

'" 8. punctuate (PUHNGK-choo-eyt) verb; 1. to mark or divide with punctuation marks; 2. to interrupt 
at intervals; emphasize 

example 1: Clarissa did not punctuate her paragraph correctly. She left out all the commas. 

exampls2: Cheers-punctuatedAndrews speech about the benefits ofa fom-day school week. 

9. speculate (SPEK-yuh,.leyt) verb; to wonder or guess about something without knOwing all the facts 

exampls:Aaron spec~ated on why lisawas angry, but he didn't really know. 

-10. warden (WAWR-cln) ~oun; an officialin ch~e.ofa priS~lD, or one charged with the care of 

something":. ~ \. , « • 


a:mnple: I wanted to go to the movies;but first I had to persuade my wardens: Mom and Dad. 
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Name: __________~--------------------------------------Date:-------------
NONFICllON: "Escape From\Alcatraz". SKILL: Vocabulary Acquisition, page 2of 2 

'. Vocabulary Practice: 
"Escape From Alcatraz" 

Directions: In each rowjof words, circle the word that does not belong. 

1. barren 

2- clever 

3. imprison 

4. ponder 

5. warden 

fruitful productive lush 

brilliant ingenious unskilled 

incarcerate release constrain 

ignore suppose speculate 

guard prisoner keeper 

Directions: Next to each word in the column on the left, write the letter of the word with the most similar 
meaning from the column on the right. 

6.foghom 

7. barren 

8. punctuate 

9. fashion 

_10. speculate 

_11. ingenious 

__12. penitentiary 

__ 13. warden 

__ 14. incarcerate 

a. officer 

b.consider 

c. intelligent 

d.signal 

e.prison 

tdesign 

g.confine 

h.accent 

i. fruitless 

Directions: Write a caption for the photograph on page 6 of your Scope magazine. Use at least one of the 
vocabulary words listed on page 1 of this activity in your caption. 

15. _________________________________________________________________ 
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Name: ___________________________________ ~e: _________ 

NONFICTION: "Escape From Alcatraz" • SKILL: Reading Comprehension, page 1 of 2 

Read, Think, ExpLain 

Identifying Nonfiction Elements 

ExpLoring the facts and ideas in a nonfiction article will help you understand it better. Use this worksheet to help 
you understand "Escape From Alcatrat' in the February 20, 2012, issue of Scope. 

A. BEFORE READING 
1. Read the headline, or title, ofthe article. Write ithere: ________________________ 

Now look at the photographs and read the captions. What do you predict the storywill be about? Circle one of 

the choices below and explain. 

A~on If~,who?____________________________________________________ 


Anevent what? _______________________________________
If~, 

Somethlngelse Ifso, what? ____________-,.-____________________ 

2. Look at the photograph on pages 4-5. What does it show? How do you feel when you look at this image? 

B. DURING READING 
Read the subdde, orheading, ofeachsecdon. Then complete the foUowing: 

3.The Drst section is the introduction. It is mainly about (sllllllilarize): ________________ 

4. The second section is called__________. It is mainly about (summarize): _____ 

5. The tblrdseetlon is called __________. It is mainly about (summarize): ______ 

6. The fourthsecdon is called _________. It is mainly about (summarize):______ 

7. The fifthsectlon is called _______----. It is mainly about (summarize):_______ 

8. The sixth section is called ____________,. It is mainly about (summarize): _________ 
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____________________________________________________ __ 

NONFICTION: "Escape From Alcatraz" • SKILL: Reading Comprehension, page 2 of 2 

C. AFTER READING 
9. Write down three facts from the article that you didn't know before you read it. 

10. What Is the MAIN purpose of the article' (circle one) 

to teach read.en how to 
breakoutofa maxlmum

securityprison 

D. TEXT TO TEXT 

to Inform read.en 
about a daring prlson

escape attempt 

to convince readen 
thatwe need tougher 

prisons today 

11. What is the connection between the main article and the poem on page 91 Use textual details to support 
your answer. 

E. MAKING CONNECOONS 
12. Here's how this article relates to (fill in at least two): 

Somethinge~eIread: 

Somethinge~e I knowabout: ________~_______________________ 

Something in my own life:_____-----------------------
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Name: __________________ Date: _____ 

NONFICTION: "Escape From Alcatraz" • SkILL: Key Ideas and Details, page 1 of 2 

Life at Alcatraz 

Directions: Use this graphic organizer to take notes on the conditions at Alcatraz. Read the article again, and 
when you find a detail that describes what life was like at ALcatraz, jot it down in the category it best fits into. 
(If you are having trouble fitting a detail into one of the first four categories, there's always "'Other Descriptive 
Details About Alcatraz" on page 2.) We filled in a few details for you. 

SUPERVISION OF THE INMATES 
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NONFICTION: "Escape From Alcatraz" • SKILL: Key Ideas and Details, page 2 of 2 

. ADJECTIVES THE WImER USES TO OTHER DESCRlP11VE DETAILS 
DESCRIBE ALCATRAZ ABOUT ALCATRAZ 

Inc",. the,.,.nllmber 011 wIrIdr eadl 

adjective appears. 
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Name: _________________________________________ Dau: __________ 

NONFICTION: "Escape From Alcatraz'" • SKILL: Reading Comprehension 

IIEscape From ALcatraz" Quiz 

Directions: Read the nonfiction article "Escape From Alcatraz" in this issue of Scope, Then answer the multiple
choice questions below. 

I, WhIch ofthe following supports the idea that 
FrankMorrJs and theAnsJIn brotherswere cleverf 
® Morris had already escaped from several 

prisons. 
@ The three men took up painting as a hobby so 

they could get supplies for their escape. 
© They didn't tell anyone about their escape plan. 
@ They were never heard from again. 

2. Informadon aboutthe small sizeofA1catraz 

prison cells would behest Inserted. Into which 
section? 
® "Island of the Pelicans" 
@ "A Bitter Surprise" 

© "Daring Escapes" 
@ "Many Had Drowned" 

3. WhIchwordfrom the article comes from the Ladn 
roots meaning over and see? 

® escape © precaution 
@ supervise @ discover 

4. Read the following sentence about AI Capone: 
"He figured he'd be able to pull strings to get 
speclal privileges atAIcatraz .• ," 

The phrase "pullstrfngs" Is an example of 
® a metaphor. . 


@ personification. 

© hyperbole. 

@anidiom. 


s. You can Infer that the reason A1catraz Is a popular 
tourist attrac:tlon today Is that 
® lots ofpeople want to get a good view ofSan 

Francisco Bay. 
@ lots ofpeople want to prove that Morris and the 


Anglin brothers really did escape to freedom. 

© lots ofpeople want to see what it was like to live 


at the notorious, escape-proof prison. 

@ lots ofpeople want to see where AI Capone 


grew up. 


6. Both the article and the poem deserlbe llfe at 
A1catraz as which offollowbigf 
® isolated © harsh 
@ dreary @ all ofthe above 

7. The authorofthis ardcle concludes that 
® no one ever escaped from AIcatraz and su:i:vived. 
@ AIcatraz was the worst prison in the world. 
© it was foolish for anyone to try to escape from 

AIcatraz. 
@ no one knows what happened to Frank Morris 

and the Anglin brothers after they escaped. 

8. What was the author's main purpose In wrlUng 

this article? 
® to describe a daring escape from AIcatraz 
@ to encourage people to visit AIcatraz 
© to educate people about prison life 
@ to alert people about escaped criminals 

Directions: Answer the questions below on the back of this page or on another piece of paper. 

9. Frank Morris and the Anglin brothers were serious 10. What factors made it ditlIcult for prisoners to 

crimlnals. Did you find yourself rooting for them escape from AIcatraz? Use details from the article 
while you read the article? Why or why not? Use to support your answer. 
textual evidence in your answer. 
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Name: ____________________________________ Dau: _________ 

NONFlOION: "'Escape From Alcatraz" • SKILL: CriticalThinking 

CriticaL-Thinking Questions 

uEscape From Alcatraz" 


1. How did Frank Morris and Qarence andJohn Anglin manage to escape from Alcatraz? 

. 2. What is the author's attitude toward the escapees? Support your answer with details from 
the text. 

3. What do the sections "Island of the Pelicans" and "Ready for Troublemakers" tell you? 

Why are they included? 


4. How does Irene Latham portray Alcatraz in her poem "Vow"? 

5. Besides the conditions atAlcatraz, what could have motivated the men to try to escape? 
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,I f- ~CP ee Fro,-. 
AlC4rA. 2 /J 

Name:_·____________________________~----------Date:----------

ACllVIlY: IIGrammar Falls in Love" • SKILL: Commonly Confused Words 

Sightvs. Site 
The words sight and site are often confused and misused. Here's what you need to know: 

Use sight to refer to the power or act of seeing 

sOmeone or something, or to something that is 

seen. 

Examples: 

Michael lost his sight when he was 24. 
I was cheered by the sight ofthe sun peeking 
through the clouds. 
After Marco spent four weeks alane in the 
wilderness, his parents were a sight for sore eyes. 

Use site to refer to the place where something 

is located, or to a page on the World Wide Web. 

Example: 

Hyde Park ;s the site of President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt's home. 

There is a beautiful memorial at the crash site. 

Akimi logged an to herfavarite movie site to read 

a review of last weekend's blockbuster. 


Directions: Circle the correct boldface word in each sentence below. 

I. The paInter Vmcent van Gogh once said, "The sight/site of the stars makes me dream." 
i 
III 
5 

I 

2. The buDding sight/site is a busy place crawling with construction workers, architects, and bulldozers. 
&I 
I 
I 

3. Ms. Singh encourages students to use a grammar Web sight/site to find answers to their grammar questions. 

4. The sight/site ofsoldiers returning from war moves many people to tears. 

I 
5. The quarry we visited in Utah is a world-famous sight/site for finding dinosaur fossils. 

6. Mr. Uu watched the bus drive down the road, over the hill, across the bridge, and finally out ofsight/site. 

7. The Jacksons returned to the sight/site where the home oftheir ancestors once stood. 
)I 

Directions: For each sentence below, fill in the blank with sight or site. Then write your own sentence 
using sight or site. 

8. Elmwood Park is the ______ ofour annual family reunion. 

! 
9. Nadav went to see the eye doctor when his _____began to fail. 

10. With the finish line in _____-', Maya sprinted the last quarter mile ofthe race. 

II. In ancient Rome, the Colosseum was the ______ ofpublic sporting events and other entertainment. 

12. ____________~_______________________________________________________ 
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